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SUB J : STATUS OF BOLIVIAN REFUGEES IN SOUTHERN CHILE 

REFS A) STATE 280532, B) SANTIAGO 10826 C) SANTIAGO 19722 
(NOTAL) 

1 . THE EMBASSY IS CONCERNED THAT IN CONFORMITY WITH THE 
SEEMINGLY UNIVERSAL LAWS OF LARGE ORGANIZATIONS, REF A WILL 
RESLUTIN A BLAST AT THE UNHCR'S BELEAGUERED 

SANTIAGO OFFICE. WE HAD THOUGHT THAT REF B, WHICH 
DESCRIBED THE REACTION OF A CHILEAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OFFICIAL, GRAPHICALLY PORTRAYED THE DIFFICULTIES 
OF WORKING WITH THE GOC ON ANY MATTER RELATED TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS. 

2. OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT THE UNHCR WAS SLOW IN 
APPRECIATING THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE PROBLEMS BEING 
ENCOUNTERED BY THE BOLIVIAN REFUGEES. BUT NOW IT IS 
WELL AWARE OF THEIR SITUATION AND HAS BEEN MOVING HERE 
AND THROUGH BUENOS AIRES TO IMPROVE THEIR LOT. WE 
HOPE THAT THE UNHCR HEADQUARTERS WILL BE ENCOURAGED 

TO BRING ITS CONCERN PRINCIPALLY TO THE ATTENTION OF THE GOC 
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RATHER THAN BELABOR ITS SANTIAGO OFFICE. 
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